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This book o�ers an updated version of major crops grown around the world. It enlists facts about the history of plant exploration, migration, domestication

and distribution, and crop improvement. The text starts with the origin and diversi�cation of cultivated plants, followed by discussion on tropical,

subtropical and temperate crops that are sources of food, beverages, spices and medicines, as well as plant insecticides, timber plants and essential oil-

yielding plants. The genetic and evolutionary aspects of di�erent plants and their health bene�ts are highlighted. The book covers topics dealing with

biodiversity conservation, petro-crops, ethnobotanical studies, and important sub-tropical and temperate plants that have commercial importance. The

signi�cance of major plant species under each category is described in detail. Illustrated with numerous well-labelled line diagrams and pictures, this book

will be useful for students of botany, food and nutrition, forestry, agriculture, horticulture, plant breeding and environmental science.

Bijaya Kumar Sethi

Bijaya Kumar Sethi received his B.E. Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Biju Patnaik University of
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Dr. Biswajit Patra currently working as a Lecturer in Botany at Kamarda Degree Mahavidyalaya, Kamarda a�liated

to Fakir Mohan University, Odisha.

Ramovatar Meena

Dr Ramovatar Meena is currently working as Assistant Professor at School of Environmental Sciences, Jawaharlal

Nehru University, New Delhi and teach students at MSc as well as MPhil/PhD level.

Surya Narayan Pradhan

Dr Surya Narayan Pradhan obtained his Ph.D. degree in Environmental Sciences from Jawaharlal Nehru

University, New Delhi in 2016. He is appointed as an assistant professor in the School of Life Sciences, Sambalpur

University, Odisha in 2016.
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